n6         JOHNSON'S LIFE OF MILTON.
Pope despatched about fifty verses a day whilst translating
the Iliad. (Lives of the Poets, iv. 35, 155 ; ed. 1794.)
1. 21. Paradise Lost, vii. 29 ; ix. 22.
1. 24. Paradise Lost, ix. 24.
1. 30. Paradise Lost, iii. 1-55 ; vii. 32; i/497-
P. 42,. 1. 8. Paradise Lost, vii. 25.
1. 27. ' I was desired by my quondam master, Milton, to
take a hAse for him in the neighbourhood where I dwelt,
that he might go out of the city for the safety of himself and
his family, the pestilence then growing hot in London. I
took a pretty box for him in Giles Chalfont, a mile from me,
of which I gave him notice.' (History of Thomas Ell wood,
p. 199, ed. 1885.) The cottage occupied by Milton at Chal-
font St. Giles still exists, (Masson, vi. 492.)
1. 31. e I soon made a visit to him to welcome him into the
country. After some common discourses had passed
between us, he called for a manuscript of his, which being
brought, he delivered to me, bidding me take it home with
me and read it at my leisure, and when I had so done, return
it to him with my judgment thereupon. When I carne
home, and had set myself to read it, I found it was that
excellent poem which he entitled " Paradise Lost." After I
had, with the best attention, read it through, I made him
another visit, and returned him his book with due acknow-
ledgment of the favours he had done me in communicating
it to me. He asked me how I liked it, and what I thought
of it, which I modestly but freely told him, and after some
further discourse about it I pleasantly said to him " Thou hast
said much here ofe Paradise Lost,3 but what hast thou to say
of ' Paradise Found' ?" He made me no answer, but sat
some time in a muse, then brake off that discourse and fell
upon another subject.' (Life of Ellwood, p. 199, ed. Morley.)
P. 43, L 6. By an act of May 1662, the duty of licensing
books of general literature had been assigned to the
Secretaries of State, the Archbishop of Canterbury and the
Bishop of London, who deputed their powers to a staff of
licensers. The licenser of * Paradise Lost' was Thomas
Tomkyns, Chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury.